8th Grade Course Content – American History (Mrs. Kingzette)

This course will be based on the following units: Reconstruction; Reshaping the Nation; Reform, Expansion and War; Turbulent Decades; Turning Points; and Modern America.
The courses will also cover special features such as Veterans and Presidents Days; elections (when applicable) and news events appropriate for 8th grade students.

The course textbook is The American Journey by Glencoe McGraw-Hill (a continuation from 7th grade).  Curriculum is aligned to the Common Core State Standards in both reading and writing
Units of Instruction – Tentative course overview
Unit 6 – Reconstruction 
Chapter 17 – Reconstruction and Its Aftermath

Unit 7 – Reshaping the Nation 
Chapter 18 – The Western Frontier
Chapter 19 – The Growth of Industry
Chapter 20 – Toward an Urban America

Unit 8 – Reform, Expansion, and War 
Chapter 21 – Progressive Reforms
Chapter 22 – Overseas Expansion
Chapter 23 – World War I
Unit 9 – Turbulent Decades 
Chapter 24 – The Jazz Age
Chapter 25 – The Depression and FDR

Chapter 26 – World War II
Unit 10 – Tuning Points 
Chapter 27 – The Cold War Era

Chapter 28 – America in the Fifties
Chapter 29 -  The Civil Rights Era
Chapter 30 – The Vietnam Era 
Unit 11 – Modern America 
Chapters 31-32 – Covered with music and powerpoint materials.
In addition to the above mentioned material, students will also keep current on events in our country and the world through current event assignments and higher level thinking, test taking skills and trivia through folder work and class warm-ups.
